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REPORT ON THE INTERROGATION OF 
55 Ostuf Willy U(/UA"T^7 



APR 46 



PREAMBLE: 



LAQUA la undoubtedly an Intelligent man, though opinion 
diffora amongst his colloaguoa aa to hia offiolenoy. Many doaoribe 
him a ? a good, but ompty, talkor whilst others state that hla work 
was always woll-oonceived and woll-exooutod. Above all. he sooma 
to have had the right way of handling men, and of obtaining the 
support of collooguo s and connections whorovor ho wont* 



All atutomonta mado by LAQUA have, as far aa possiblo, boon 
ohockod by reforonco to other prisoners available in OSLO. Thoro la 
a romnrkable lack of knowlodgo amongst LAQUA*s colleagues as to his 
activities both previous to his oaming to NORWAY and during his stay 
IN NORWAY and FINIAND. Many of IAQUA*s statements strike tho. in- 
terrogator as possibly incorroct, but throughout LAQUA novor oantra- 
dictod himself and contrived to give an appearanco of absoluto 
honosty. 



When reading this roport, the above remarks should be borne 
in mind. His pro-Norwoglan history in particular may roquiro a 
c loco chock bofore Its truthfulness can bo accoptod. 



2. PERSONAL HISTORY UP TO 1953 : 
26 Jun 09 LAQUA was born In 



1924/ 27 
1927/ 2a 
1928/29 
1929/30 



LAQUA was born In TILLOW IT 2/POLAND. His father was 

a palntor by profession and travollod a groat doalj 
LAQUA saw him raroly. LAQUA* s mother diod in 1914. 

LAQUA* s father, Finnish by birth, fought on tho 
Gorman side during tho war. Ho lator booamo a 
Gorman subjoct. Hla mothor would appear to havo 
boon Swodish by birth, later to havo bocomo Gorman 
or Finnish or both. LAQUA is not sure. Ho was 
brought up by an aunt and later by frlonds, attending 
sohool first at KATTOWITZ ani then at TILLOWITZ up 
to tho ago of 15 years. 



As most of LAQUA * s family wero In tho timber trade in 
FINLAND, ho was apprenticed with a timbor firm in 
BRESLAU. 

Aftor 3 years in BRESLAU; LAQUA spont ono yoar with 
the Adriatlsoho Import & Export Goaollschaft in 
VIENNA as a voluntary employeo. 

Ho spont ono year with a timbor firm in BREMEN and 
then another year with tho timber firm of Speralsky 
in LVBECK. 

IAQUA workod with his undo KORPALAINEN in tho timber 
trade in IMPILAHT l/FINLAND. 
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SECRET 



1930/33 IAQUA wont to SWEDEN*. Ho workad f or a fow months In 

a timber firm in STOCKHOLM, but' was dismissed when 
Russian sales of timber doprossod world prices so 
much that the timber trade fluff erod everywhere* 

LAQUA was afraid that if he loft SWEDEN, his working 
permission would not, subsequently, bo renewed and, 
after losing his job in STOCKHOIM, ho took employment 
as a waiter and later as restaurant manager in 
STOCKHOLM, FALUN and KARLSTAD.- 

5 « PERSONAL HISTORY FROM 1933 UNTIL 1940 r 

Early 33 At this timo, LAQUA r a permit to. remain in SWEDEN was- 

not renewed, and ha had to leave * the country r Ho, 
therefore, returned to LffBECK*. With the. help of 
a friend. Senator BGBMKE, who at that time was In 
charge of LtJBECK* a economic administration, IAQUA 
found employment with the local government • He 
was promised that,, after four yours 1 service in all 
administrative and police bronchos r , ho would’ bo 
allowed to take an examination qualifying him for 
the "Higher Service 11 *. 

1937 IAQUA marriod Greta ROGKSIEi?, thb.dau^tor of a well-- 

known Socialist' Trade Uhibn Loadpr In UJBECXE# This 
subsequently caused many difficulties for him, and 
he was not admittod to tho examination mentioned above < 

Oct 39 LAQUA found that his earnings were too low to keep his 

family and gavo up hope of promotion in the local 
administrat lon*^ He, therefore / gave : not loo and 
loft his employment, whereupon ho was called up 
("dienstvorpflichtot" ) and postod to the Scandinavian 
Section of ABP (Censorship of Mail) in BERLIN*. 



4. POLITICAL REMARKS :- 

On bolng employed by LtJBECK local government, • IAQUA 
appliod for Gorman citizenship*. He was naturalised in duo course* 
Simultaneously, he joined tho NSDAP and tho S3, but’ ho did not oarry 
out any funotions in either* 

In 1937, IAQUA was nominally transferred from the local S3, 
unit to the SD* Ho states that this was duo to two causes: he 
novor had timo to attend S3 exorolaos and meetings; and ho had for 
somo timo served with the Stapo and with othor- Policp formations 
during his informa t or y work in all departments*. IAQUA insists 
that ho never carried out full-tlmo or even part-timo voluntary SD 
functions*. IAQUA was promotod SS Ustuf in 1938 arid S3 Oatuf in 1941. 

5 ACT IV IT IKS I N NORWA Y & FINLAND S 

End Apr 40 IAQUA was ordored by Abwohrstollo BERLIN,, which was in 
chargo of ABP, to obtain a passport from tho Foroign 
Offico and to travel at once to OSLO* There ho 
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roportod to Roiohskommisaar TERBOVEN, who omployod 
him for sorao tlmo as porsonal Interpolator and on 
investigation of somo ooonoralo matters. 

Prom that time onwards, IAQUA waa a bono of contention 
botwoen the Roiohakommissariat on tho one hand arid 
FEHLIS, BdS OSLO, on tho other * Whllat the RK was 
keen on using hla serviooa, PEHilS olalmod IAQUA 
as ho was a till on tho strength of Stapoatollo KIEL; 
thlo waa duo to tho foot that IAQUA had boon working 
at Stapo Ausaonstollo LtJBECK at the tlmo ho loft 
LtJBECK In 1959. 

In practice, IAQUA waa paid by BdS OSLO, though, for 
somo tlmo, ho simultaneously waa paid by RK also* 

Ho was alternatively givon tasks by both 
authoritioa * Hla position hovor was quite clear 
to himself,, nor oven to tho Hoads of tho Poraonnol 
Departments of RK and BdS#* 

Jun 40 IAQUA waa poatod to KIRKENES to oroot and tako oharge 

of tho local RK Dienatstollo#-*. This oonsistod of 
some 5/6 offioiala and covered tho Eastern portion 
of FINNMARK, . tho Woatom portion of that province, 
belonging to tho RK representative at TROMS0.- 
Simultaneously. IAQUA was placed. In command of the 
SIpo Auasonstoilo and tho Grenzpolizoi Koramiaaarlat 
KIRKENES ... 

IAQUA obtained much insight Into conditions in 
Northern NORWAY; he spoko fluent Norwegian and 
Finnish and was very popular with tho local in-, 
habitants . The RK often triod but nover f aind 
a bettor-suited Hoad for Ita KIRKENES plena tatollo. 
The Sipo also lator sent other officers to take 
oharge of the post but, on occasions, had to fall 
back on IAQUA for adviao. 

Jan 42 On his way back from loavo in GERMANY, IAQJCTA was 

called to see TEREOVEN in OSLO. : Ho was ordorod to 

go to ROVANIEM 3/FINLAND to bo liaison of floor 
between RK and tho 20th Army*. There ho was con- 
cerned with Economic and Welfare matters.-. 

Mar 43 IAQUA was sont to KIRKENES to tako chargo of tho RK 

Dlonstatollo • 

Fob 44 Ho returned to OSLO and was givon a special; task in 

tho For stab toi lung (Tlmbor Department) of the 
Economic Sootlon of. the Roichskommiaaariat Ho 
was to rogulato tho labour position and improve 
working conditions and food rations for farostry 
workors* Though it appoara to havq boon gonorally 
thought that this work waa merely a protonoo to 
cover difforont tasks,, ho was to undortako for tho 
Sipo,. IAQUA hotly denies this.- Indoad, thoro Is 
no proof that ho had other dutios, and RK poraonnol 
Interrogated on this subjoot declare that ho waa 
givon this job on account of his knowledge of tho 
timber trade*. 
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SECRET 



Sop 44 



Doo 44 



Fob 45 



LAQUA was onco moro aont to FINLAND, whoro ho waa to 
carry out anobhor wolfaro mission for TBRBOVEN, 
Whon LAQOA arrived, howovor, tho rofcroafc was Just 
starting and ho was thon given difforoht orders 
by BdS OSLO (FJSIILIS ) • 

On roturninr to OSLO, LAQUA was finally allocated to 
BdS OSLO Abt VI, Ho was given loavo in GERMANY 
and, on that occasion, viaitod Amt. VI in BERLIN, 
whoro ho saw several pooplo* 

LAQUA returned to OSLO and took up hia work with 
Abt VI as Roforont for FINLAND. 



Go ACTIVITY WITH STAPO IN IUBECK: 



0 



During tho period 1933/1959, whilst LAQUA waa boing trained 
for a roaponaiblo position in tho civil administration of L&BEGK, he 
was ropoatodly employed ut Stapoauasonatollo UJBECK, Ho first worked 
thoro in 1936 and r a turnon for aovoral rnontha in*. 1930, and finally 
again in 1939 up to August of that year. Although ho apont same 
time in all departments, ho waa mainly employed in Abt H A (Communism), 
II P (Foroign Prose and Mail) and III ( Count or-Espionage) • Tho fact 
that LAQUA has a fluent lmowlodgo of all Scandinavian languages made 
him particularly useful in the last-named dopartmont, On three or 
four occnaiona, ho was detailed to accompany visiting parties of 
Danish Polico officials as intorprotor on tours to BERLIN, HAMBURG, 
DRESDEN otc*, and, in roturn, ho was aovoral tlmoa invitod to visit 
DENMARK with similar partios consisting of Gorman Polico officials. 

Ho vftua made many frionda in Scandinavian countries, whose number 
waa increased by porsona ho mot at tho annual meo tings in LtJBECK of 
tho u Nordischo Gosollschuf t 11 (Nordio Association) • 



LAQUA states that in approximately 1937/38 tho Stapo in 
LtJBECK was ina true tod tc obtain information on Scandinavian 
countrios. Actually, this task was mainly carrlod out by those 
Stapo units which woro located near tho frontier, suoh as FIENSEURG, 
HAMBURG, KIEL and WARNEMtJNDE. Tho informatory activity was 
controllod by Reg. Rat. HELLER at Gostapa in BERLIN. HELLER 
himself had valuablo connections, tho following two of whom aro 
known to LAQUA 5 



Lawyor PONTOPPIDAN of COPENHAGEN, 
Polico Official PELVING of COPENHAGEN. 



Tho WARNEIvIttNDE Polico also had connections in DENMARK. Stapostolle 
EAMEURG concornod itself with DENMARK as woll as SWEDEN: thoy wepe, 

for instance, successful in unGovoring tho V/OLLWEBER Organisation, 
which waa concornod with cabotage against Gorman, Italian and 
Japanese ships 6 Tho only opening towards SCANDINAVIA from LtJBECK 
was the shipping traffic to COPENHAGEN and MALM0. To IAQUA * s 
know lodge, no uso waa, howovor, mado of this boyoni interrogating 
travellers on general conditions in those countries. In addition, 
information was occasionally obtained on tho activities of Gorman 
^afugcos in Scandinavian countries. 
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IAQUA f S TASKS OT NORTHERN NORWAY ? 



LAQUA wo a stationed at KIRKENBS in 194C/41 and again in 
1943* Insofar aa his activity was concerned with Roiohflkomniaaariat 
matters, it waa purely administrative and economic, and is not of 
Cl interest# From tho Sipo and SD point of view. Northern NORWAY 
was a quiet and uneventful area. KIRKENES originally was only a , 
Grenzpolizei Kommissariat, but a Sipo Aussondionststolle was 
. included at a later date. 

On oocaslons, there was Russian activity in tho KIRKENES 
area* The Russians landed agents at points on the VARDANGER 
peninsula. Those agents had only informatory tasks* They were 
sometimes collected again by Russian craft some tirao after they had 
boon landed, but usually they had to make thoir own way back to 
RUSSIA through FINLAND. IAQUA states that their capture, often 
dopondod on close oooporation with tho Finnish State Police# His 
efforts in this dirootion were not, however, popular with tho 
Norwegian authorities, as the Finns attomptod to omploy tho 
opportunities of contact which. they thus obtained for propaganda 
purposos in FINNMARK* 

LAQUA also mentions fchb visit in 1941 of SS Ustuf KUHN of 
Abt VI, BaS OSLO* KtTHN asked LAQUA to obtain information of 
military, political and ooonomio intorost concerning RUSSIA# IAQUA 
was not, however, able to procure such information. What scraps ho 
did obtain were included in tho usual SD reports sent to OSLO at 
periodic intervals • 

In noithor of tho two above-mentioned capacities was LAQUA 
concerned with political matters. Those wore covered by the local 

representative of the Einsatzatabi This position was at various 
timos hold by the following: 

Reichstag Member Lorenz LOEWER, 

NSDAP Kro is amts loiter VOIGT, 

SA Strubaf Kurt BABERSKE (under arrest in OSLO)* 

8. FIRST VISIT. TO FINIAND - 1942 ? 

IAQUA did not have any intelligence tasks on this mission* 
Ho went to. FINLAND oh the personal ordors of TERBOVEN for tho 
following two purposes : 

a) Although tho 20th Army, which was stationed in FINLAND,' * ’ ’ 
used a largo amount of timber, tho Finnish authorities would 
not allow Finnish timber to bo used* All timber had, there- 
foro, to be foiled in Northern NORWAY and brought to FINLAND. 

This caused considorablo deforestation in NORWAY and also 
transport dif f icult ios « LAQUA succoadod in establishing 

friondtly rolations with HILLILL&, lator Finnish Homo Socrotary, 
at that timo roaponsiblo for forestry, and tho problem was 
satisfactorily solvod. 

Confedki 
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reaohed tholr destination* 
happened to thorn* 

Those two tasks ongagod IAQUA 1 s attontion for a whole year# 
during which ho spent a groat donl of time visiting many parts of fcho 
country# 

9 . SECOND VISIT TO FINLAND - 1944 ; 

In Sop 44, shortly aftor the Finnish capitulation# TBRDOVEtf 
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A few days later, IAQUA was 
3ACKE, the Ic of tho 20th Army. Ma j 
From SS Oberfflhror FEHLIS, BdS OSLO, 
Lnterviow all Finns who voluntarily s 



ordered to report to Major 

assod on instru o 1 1 one 



from SS Oberfflhror FEHLIS, BdS OSLO, to tho affect that IAQUA was to 
interview all Finns who voluntarily surrondorod to tho Gormans and 
to have those who could be used by tho Gormans sont to OSLO. Though 
at that time it was oxpoctod that largo numbers of Finns would 
surrender, very few did. IAQUA extensively toured tho front with 
this task in view. At first, ho was merely responsible for prisoners 
taken by the 7th Mountain Division and by Division KREUTLBR, as 
SS Division WORD was oovored by a detachment of the Germanischo 
Leitstolle. This detachmont consisted of tho following officers: 

SS Stubaf Graf SCHIMMEIMANN (a relative of the Danish family) 

SS Ostuf SCHBIDT (a formor member of ROSENBERG* s staff) 

SS Ustuf Kaj IAURELL, as Adjutant (Finnish subject) 

This detachment was dissolved at KARESUANDO during tho retreat and 
its morabors returned to Germanischo Leitstello in BERLIN* Thoir 
sector was subsequently covered by IAQUA. 

Altogether, IAQUA was only able to dispatch a total of 
about 80 Finns to NORWAY. They wore colleotod by a sub-section of 
the Gorman is che Leitstello NOHWEGEN, which was located at TROMS0, 
and was commanded. by S3 Ostuf FEIERTAG. From TROMS0, the Finns 
were sont to OSLO. Tho original intontion had been to raise a 
Finnish force in tho German Army to carry on tho tradition of the 
27th Prussian Jflger Bafctallion In tho 1914/10 war. This object 
evidently being unattainable, prolonged . discuss Ion started between 
various units in OSLO and BERLIN as to tho employment of the 80 
odd Finns. IAQUA does not, liowovor, know any details. 

Contd 
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lCr_ ACTI VITY WITH BdS OSLO Abt VI - 19flg - 

On returning from FINIAND in Doc 44#, IAQUA was allocated 
to Abfe VI of BdS OSLO (SS Stubaf GRONHEIM), In view of tho great 
abrain r/Moh hia mission to FINIAND had imposed on him, ho was first 
givon some loavo In GERMANY. Ho took this opportunity to confer in 
DERLIN with tho Hoad of Roforat VI D 3 of Amt VI (SCANDINAVIA - S3 
Stubaf I US SINGER ) and also with S3 Stubaf BROSS, formor Amt VI . 

roproaonfcativo in HELSINKI and Frog,Kapltifn C3LIARIUS , Hoad of 
Sondorkommando KORD. Tho two lattor woro engaged in working out 
plena for a oloao cooperation botwoon the Gormans and tho Finnish 
rosiatanoo movement aga Ii,;s r ’RUSSIA #• Although LAQUA's objects 
woro similar, no definite nrrcrjomont was roachod in cooperation with 
DROSS and CELLAR IUS * V' * therefore, returned to OSLO and there 
took up his now task,- ■ 

■* IAQUA was to build up a FINIAND Roforat in OSLO. Apart 

from tho task described below, he surveyed the Finnish Proas and 
also all correspondence with FINLAND. . Ho Interviewed persons coming 
from FINIAND in order to obtain information on the trends of Finnish 
politics and oconoray. 

In addition ^ L/VCH A^wTra to establish communication with 
JL.INJANT) and tho Finn?, gh by sonding suitable 
agent? ijito fchat'^ountr^ pr?T£rWa had beon mado with this 

schoroo at tho timo of the German capitulation* 

11 o APP RECIATION OF PRISONER AND INTEREST OF CASE ; 

IAQUA Is intelligent, widely travelled, and duo to his 
quiet and sonsiblo manner ho is able to make a good impression. 

It would appear that ho waa ablo to mako frionds wherever ho wont 
and to obtain the goodwill and cooperation of most pooplo he came 
into contact with. 

On the other hand, ho seems to have been a master at 
making mountains out of molohills. His systom was to mako little 
probloms which ho had solved appear groat onos, and to colour 
./.nfonuation which ho had obtained in such a way that tho recipient 
considered him a genius. In fact, TERBOVEN sooms to havo considered 
IAQUA a most valuablo personality, and FEHLIS also had a cood opinion 
cf him. Those who know IAQUA in FINIAND, howovor, considorod him 
ruthloss and devoid of any foolinga whore his own advancement was 
concerned, and they accuse him of giving false reports# partly to 
uuvanco his own onds . Tho present Interrogator is more Inclined 
to tho latter view. 

It is, therefore, considered that what information IAQUA 
can givo must be treated with some reserve. His further 
interrogation is recommended only to confirm ovidonoo already 
obtained from othor sources. 
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' 12* RECOMMENDATION ? 

LA QUA 1 a personal history la dosoribod abovo; It should 
bo carefully oheoked bofora boinG accept od at faoo-valuo/ 

Ho apeaka all Scandinavian languaGoa fluehtly and haa a 
thorouch command of the Finnish lanGuago# Furthermore, ho haa many 
friends and acquaintances in all Scandinavian countries • 

XAQUA ia a person who will not bo kopt down and who will- 
I If released, try to achieve a position of importanco whothor locally 
I or otherwise# It would bo difficult to aoouso him of any specif io 

I crime - the only time ho took part in a Sipo action in NORWAY, ho 

I appears to have acted merely as an interpreter* evidence to the 
I contrary bo in# inconclusive - it is nevertheless strongly recommended 

/ that ho should not be released in a hurry; and that once he is 

released,' a close watch be kept on his movements# 



GS In.t/PWIS (Norway) . 
Akorshus Prison,, Oslo# 
9 Apr 46# 
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